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There is no coin in my collection which has cost me so many hours' (I may say, days') study as this piece, owing to the fact that the  example  in the  British  Museum, formerly in the Dupre and Wigan  collections, has been viewed with some suspicion.    I have come to the conclusion,  in  which I  have the consensus of Dr. Head, M. Feuardent, Cav. Francesco Grnecchi, and other well-known   judges,   that  the  genuineness of  this  piece  is unassailable.    Another example, sold in the D'Amecourt collection  (Lot No.  446)  for  2,550  francs, is  now in the cabinet of Herr Consul Weber, of Hamburg, who also has no doubt of its authenticity.    There is another in the Brera collection at Milan, but these all wholly differ in  fabric   from   Cohen   (No.  2)  in   the French cabinet, and I venture to suggest that that may be of Eoman work, and mine of provincial  origin.     Becker concocted  two  or three  dies  of   Diadumenian's  aurei, but   not  one  of  them  corresponds   to the   piece   described, which, in other respects, seems to have no cause for suspicion, beyond the somewhat weak lettering of the words of the legend on the reverse;  a feature which, however, also occurs on some of the coins of Macrinus. I may add lastly that my piece was purchased by me of MM. Hollin and Feuardent, who had previously acquired it from the late G. I. Demetrio, of Eamleh, a most conscientious savant, whose original letter on the subject is in my possession.    He states that he bought it from a Cairo merchant, in whom he had the fullest confidence, and who informed him that it had been found in Upper Egypt  at   Akhmim (Panopolite   Nome),  and that  the fellah who found it, when digging, had given it to his wife, who wore it round her neck.    A Copt bought it from her, and sold it at Cairo to the before-mentioned